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JACKSON FAMILY HOMES

The Town of Manassa

The town of Manassa is one mile square, consisting of sixty-four
blocks of ten acres each (including streets). The town is divid-

ed north from south by Main Street; thus, there are thirty-two
blocks on the north and thirty-two on the south. Today, Manassa
First Ward occupies the north half and Manassa Second Ward the
south half of the town.

Street names in the town of Manassa are as follows:

Streets running north and south, from the eastern edge to the
western edge of the town:

First Street (on the eastern edge of the town)
Second Street

Third Street

Fourth Street

Fifth Street

Sixth Street

Seventh Street

Eighth Street

Ninth Street (on the western edge of the town)

Streets running east and west, from the southern edge to the
northern edge of the town:

South Street (on the southern edge of the town)

Jack Street (named after James Hazlett Jack, great-grand-
father of my wife, Hazel Thomas Haynie)

Morgan Street (named after Elder John Morgan of the First
Council of the Seventy, who helped found the town)

Smith Street (named after Silas Sanford Smith, first
president of the San Luis Stake, and a cousin of the
Prophet Joseph Smith)

Main Street

Berthelson Street (named after Soren Christian Berthelson,
an early Mormon pioneer)

Peterson Street (named after Lawrence Marcus Petersen, who
spelled his name -sen, and who helped found the town)

Evans Street (named after Milton H. Evans, an early Mor-
mon pioneer)

North Street (on the northern edge of the town)

Jackson Homes

To describe Jackson family homes, it is expedient to identify
their location as so many blocks north or south of Main Street
* and so many blocks west from the eastern edge of the town.

Jackson family homes are all sturdily built and have survived

the ravages of weather and use for many years. The Jacksons took
pride in their homes and gardens and their homes are a credit to
the town.

SAMUEL JACKSON, SR., our common ancestor built three homes



-98-
which are still standing.

1. A red brick home (now painted white) on the southeast corner
of the intersection of Berthelson Street and Third Street (a
block north of Main Street and two blocks from the eastern
edge of town.

One of the features of this house was a cupola atop which was
installed a weather vane, giving the house a kind of distin-
guished look,

This home was occupied by Samuel Jackson and his two wives,
Hannah (our ancestor) and Martha, along with Martha's three
daughters, Vida, Fannie, and Jessie.

Samuel and Hannah lived on the first floor, and Martha lived
with her daughters on the second floor. The two families
shared the living room, kitchen, and pantry on the first

floor. The pantry had separate storage facilities for each

of the two wives,

Hannah took care of the garden and yard and was known for
her beautiful garden and flowers. She grew the first straw-
berries ever in the San Luis Valley.

Martha operated a millinery shop in her quarters on the sec-
ond floor of the home. My mother remembers a little red hat
she bought from her "Aunt" Martha (plural wives were called
"Aunt” by the children and grandchildren of the other wives).

In June of 1996, along with other family members, | toured
the English countryside from London to Bath. | noticed that
many of the farm houses were built of red brick and some of
them appeared like this particular home of Samuel. It seemed
to me that Samuel was, apparently, trying to bring a little

bit of England, his homeland, to Manassa, the ancestral home
he was establishing for the Jackson family.

2. A yellow brick home built on the northwest corner of the
intersection of Main Street and Second Street (on the north
of Main Street, one block from the eastern edge of town).

This home was built for Martha, second wife of Samuel. It

is now owned and occupied by Emily Thomas Jensen, an aunt of
my wife, Hazel Thomas Haynie, and Karen Rae Nielsen Jackson
wife of Alfred Reese Jackson.
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3. Ared brick home built on the Jackson ranch on the Rio San
Antone, about three miles east of Manassa.

When my mother was a teenager, she was hired by her uncles,
William and Samuel, Jr., to live in this home during the
summer to cook for the help (the men hired to herd the sheep
from one pasture to another, to shear the sheep of their

wool, and to do other things involving the livestock).

SAMUEL JACKSON, JR., oldest child of Samuel and Hannah,
built two homes in Manassa, one adjacent to the other.



