"I Remember Grand Ma Gilbert"
by Minnie Gilbert Heath

Grandma was very small (under five feet and under 100
lbs.) She was always running as she did her house work.
She was very ambitious, and really believed "cleanliness
is next to Godliness.'" Which she quoted to Mother and us
children (too often for Mother's liking). She had s storage
shed filled with all kinds of good things such as hard
tack candy, crocks of pickled pears and pickled ¢rabappies.
We children loved to raid it. She scolded us (lovingly).
We loved her very much.

Once she left mother with orders to scrub the kitchen
cupboard. Mother did a beautiful job and was very proud
of her work. When grandma came home, she took one look
at it, took the dishes down, washed them all, scrubbed
the cupboard and put the dishes back. Mother was mad!!!

(I think now, hurt, more than mad.)

Grandma kept a fire laid in the living room stove but
she would not let mother light it. One day grandma left
to catch the street car for town. It was a very chilly
morning and mother decided to take the chill off the
place. As she waited for the streetcar, Grandma saw the
smoke from the chimney and came running as fast as she
could, excitedly pulling the fire out onto the carpet,
burning it and her hands. We thought she had lost her
mind as she was talking "Danish" (probably swearing--no!!).
There in the middle of the fire was a roll of large bills
she had hidden in the stove. It must have been a fortune.

This "tug-of-war'" between Grandma and Mother started
when they first met. Grandma had a local Mormon girl
picked out to marry her son. Mother (Effie) was staying
with Aunt Anne and Uncle Nephi Christensen while John
was on his mission. After Grandpa died, Grandma moved in
with them too. She went to the post office, supposedly
to mail Mother's letters and pick up the mail for the rest

of the family. Effie wrote a letter every day but never



