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SAMUEL JACESON, JR.

Samuel Jackson, Jr., the oldest child in the family of three
sons and two daughters of Samuel Jacksen, Sr. and Hannah Maria
Jacgues/Jagues, and three daughters of Samuel Jackson, Sr. and
Martha Jackson (no relation te the Samuel Jackson family) was born
in Nephi, Juab County, Utzh on September 15, 186%9.

The family came from Nephi to make their home in the San Luis
Valley in southern Colorade on March 1, 1889 when Samuel Jr. was
nineteen vears of age.

Samuel Jr. had a keen mind and a wonderful memory. He did a
lot of reading in his later years and could remember in detail
practically all he read. At times he would reminisce telling me,
his dauvghter Lois, about his life. As he spoke, I wWrote. The
following is pretty much in his own words.

We used teo raise sugar cane in Nephi and then take it to the
mill to be ground. We took our own wood to make the fire that
boiled the juice to the molasses stage. We used to also raise our
own pepcorn — it was allowed to dry in a room of the house. Candy
was made ©of the molasses and sometimes this was poured over the
popcorn. Tea was sweetened with molasses. After melasses was kept
& year 1t weould turn inte sugar.

There used to be quite a dread of diphtheria and Samuel's
mother, Hannah Maria, said molassez and molasses candy must have
cured their sore throats and meouths.

We used to have graham (whezat with its bran) mush each night
for supper. Mclasses and milk was used on the mush. " It was good
for us" said Samuel. We used to store apples in a bin for winter
use - stored carefully without bruising. Samuel's mother picked
bunches of grapes in Nephi and dipped the stemend in wax. This
would preserve them for a time. The grapevines grew all through
the apricot trees and I would climb into the tree and eat gapes
until my tongue would become very sore. (they were concord grapes).

We killed our own beef, and when we first went to Colorado we
would "stretch" or preserve it as the Indians and Mexicans d4id.
Beef was cut off in strips and dipped in saltwater and then put on
strings or wires to "or cure". Scon a white coating formed and
then flies would not bother the meat. When it was thoroughly dry,
it was stored in sacks. The family used to eat "stretch" (similar
to our modern day Jerky) without coocking. Some pecople coocked in
water. GSquash and all types of fruits were dried by the sun. This
method toock the place of our modern refrigerators and deep
freezers.

Molasses sugar was used to preserve some of our fruits. After
we went to Ccloradce from Nephi, Utah, my father, Samuel Sr., sent
to Mexico for his barrels of molasses.

We wused to spend the winter evenings skating, ( my
grandfather, Benjamin Jackson, made our skates) popping corn,
making molasses candy, and sleigh riding.

We had dances in the old social hall in Nephi. We danced
sqgquare dances, waltz guadrille and lancer guadrille. A& waltz was
played about the middle of the dance and then the home waltz at the

end. "They had a good orchestra, I thought," said Samuel. We alsoc
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had home dances. The fiddle and organ were used in Manassa,
Colorade most of the time after we went there.

We had a good brass band and a choir in Nephili - the seats were
always filled. Leaders of band choir were from the old country -
England. They seemed to take more interest in that tvype of thing
then than they do now. Brother Hawkins and Brother Morris were two
of the leaders. We had the theater - not movies in those days.
Samuel said, "the actors were very geed I thought."” We enjoyed
sleigh rides 4in HNephi. The sleighs were mostly two seated and
decked with bells. When one team of horses got tired we would
switch to a second.

We had to get water for the home from the ditch. My brother
William and I would go for the water with wagons and sled in the
winter time. We would £ill the tub and/or boiler with water and
put snow on top of it to keep the water from splashing cut. There
were times just as we were nearly home the sled would tip and over
would go the water. We all used the same water for bathing in a
big size tub. A tub full of water was heated - one would bathe and
then when ths next got in and a dipper or so of fresh hot water was
added. Roily ({(Saivel's word to describe cloudy or muddy water)
water would have to settle and then be used. The vear we left
Nephi plans were underway to pipe water into the towi.

Upon one occasion Will and I were given a ecolt and while

mother was away we tied him teo a c¢hair in the house. The colt
became frightened and started running round and round and really
knocked things up in the house. We really got it when mother
returned.

I liked telling jokes and relating the funny things that
happened to members of the family and others I knew. Once while at
a dance I was acting a 1little strange. My sister, Bernecia
thought T must be drunk. She got worried and tried to persuade me
to go home with her. When I refused she tugged and pulled at ne
and finally got me home and in bed and then I threw the covers back
and laughed at the joke I had pulled on her.

My, father Samuel, 8r. freighted teo earn a living for his
family. My brother, William, ané I also helped support the family
by managing the little farm and doing the home chores. William and
I also did this and other odd jobs to support our father as he
served a mission for the church. I helped bring timber from Mt.
Nebo to Nephi to build our house in Nephi. We were not wealthy,
but we were industricus and saved our money and made a pretty good
living.

Samuel, Jr. felt wvery unhappy when he recalled how his father
had to hide from the deputy marshals while he was living at Nephi,
Utah with his two wives: Hannah Marie Jacques and Martha Jackson.
Samuel Sr. treated his two families egually and the two families
got along wvery well and were happy. The children of the tweo
families always greested each other with a hug and a kiss.

camuel Sr. was never caught but Martha (Mac) was suspected of
belng a polygamcus wife and she went to court carrying her baby,
Vida, in her arms. Hannah Maria went along with "Mac" to court.
The law could do nothing, however, for Samuel Sr, wasn't present.
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Samuel Jr., recalled that at one time his father slipped
around the outskirts of the town of Nephi while he, Samuel, Jr and
his mother, Hannah Maria, drove the wagon through town and met
Samuel, 8r. later, and put him on the train at the mouth of Spanish
Fork Canyon where he went on to Spanish Fork. Samuel Sr. had to
leave Utah and go to Colorade because it was unsafe to be out in
the day time, because of the persecution the peolygamists were
receiving. The family sold out at Nephi. Martha had gone on ahead
of Bemuel Sr. and Hannah Maria to Colorado. She stayed with John
Morgan and Josephine Smith ( mother of Nick and Joe Smith) until
Samuel Sr. came. N

It was sort of sickening to see the place Samuel, Sr. and
Martha had to live in. Part of the small house had been used az a

stable and had a flat roof. Hannah Maria had teo live in a barn
when they first came to Colorado. This made her so unhappy she
became ill and was dissatisfied. After the barn was cleaned,

sheets were hung to partition off the rooms. Hannah soon began to
recover as plans for the new house were made.

Samuel Jr. said they had about 35 or 40 acres of land and a
house in Nephi all of which they sold for $1800.00 Samuel was only
nineteen years old when they left Nephi and went to Colorado. Sam
Jones and another fellow- helped Samuel Jr. load the family
belongings on the train at Spanish Fork. There were two cows, two
pair of horses and furniture, William the younger brother had left
in the fall with some horses. There was no Monarch pass at that
time so Samuel Jr. went over Tennessee Pass and switched off at
Mears Junction and on to Villa Grove where Samuel Sr. and William
met him and helped him get the things home.

They rode horses bareback to look over a ranch three miles
east of Manassa, Colorado. They moved to this ranch March 1, 188%9.
There was a mortgage on the ranch. They paid Will Martin, who
owned it the, $800.00 and assumed the rest of the mortgage which
amounted to $300.00. They bought only 80 acres at first and then
bought the rest as they could. As time went on they purchased the
following pieces of land: Summers, Bills, Island, Maestes west of
the brick house, twenty acres near town, Bountiful and then fifty
acres of farming land called the Siloc. All this time one of the
three boys was on a mission.

A crop was planted socon after the family arrived in Colorado
and they began to "feel pretty good"” even though they had little
to eat that winter.

The next spring, after the crops were in, Samuel, Jr and Will
plowed land on the Excelsior for $1.50 an acre. Enough money was
earned to send Samuel Jr back to Nephi in November to get the rest
of their cattle and horses.

Samuel Jr. and Will worked the following winter up the Alamosa
Canyon for Cornelius Decker. {(Harriet Ella Mortenson Jackson's
uncle}. There was a very bad storm which caused them to tip over
because they could not see the road. When they got teo Stunner the
next day Cornelius Decker told them he was going home because there
was too much snow -what a disappointment- so Samuel Jr. and Will
got a job hauling cord wood for a mine at Stunner. They




