SAMUEL, JACKSON SR. (1844-1919)
(By Lois Jackson Howell, daughter of Samuel Jackson Jr.)

My grandfather, Samuel Jackson Sr., was born 13 July, 1844, in Manchester, Lancaster
County, England. He was the eighth child in a family of nine children, born to Benjamin
Jackson and Ann Grimshaw Jackson, who, with most of their children, were converted to
the gospel by the early missionaries of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Salnts,
Samuel Jackson Sr. worked in cotton mills at Manchester, Lancaster County, England.

Ann Grimshaw Jackson was a short woman with coal black hair. Sam Sr. was in the Black
Hawk War., (Chief Black Hawk: 1767-1838). Benjamin Jackson was in the Crimean War
(1854-1856) .

The mother, Ann Grimshaw Jackson and five of her nine children, including Samuel,
came over to America from Liverpool, England, on the sailing vessel Horizon, leaving
Liverpool on Sunday 25 May, 1856, with 856 other people aboard. The voyage across the
ocean was under the directlon of Captain Edward Martin, It had taken six long weeks
for the old sailer (toat), tossed about by the wind, to make the trip from England to
America.

The sailing vessel, Horizon, reached Boston, Massachussetts, about the first of July.
(One account I have says that after landing at Boston the family went to what is now
Council Bluffs, Iowa, on 25 August, 1856). The Jackson family went from Boston to
Florence, Nebraska, the terminal of the railtoad, arriving there 8 July, 1856. Here
the party was held up on account of making handcarts, After several days the party
started on, and after a few weeks, a count was made which showed seven wagons and 146
handcarts, but because of heavy snows the hand carts had to be abandoned. On 13 Novem-
ber Joseph Young and Abel Garr arrived in Salt Lake City and reported that the Martin
Company ( famous, yet ill-fated) were stranded in the .ountains because of heavy snow.
President Brigham Young immediately sent men, teams, supplies, and everything neces-
sary to the saints.

The party finally arrived in Salt Lake City, after losing many of their number through
different kinds of hardships, and being encountered by Indians.

The Jackson family had two carts, one managed by Samuel's two sisters, Elizabeth and
Martha, and one managed by Samuel and his brother Joseph. The mother, Ann Grimshaw
Jackson, who was a very small, fragile woman, afflicted with a heart ailment,took the
responsibility of caring for the youngest child, Nephi, who was 9 years old. There

were four other children: James, Ann, William, and John. John had come to America ahead
of the rest of the family.

Ann, the oldest daughter, stayed in England. She lived and died there,

William came to America ahead of the family and lived here for a time. Later he returned
to England where he finally died. He was a bread baker by trade. John also came to
America ahead of the family and settled in Boston where he lived and died. He was a °
blacksmith in those early years,

Benjamin, my (Lois Jackson Howell) great grandfather, came alone to America about 1849
or 1850, He was lured to California by the gold rush of 1849. For many (about 21)
years he was never heard from so it was thought that he had died in California. Ben
cam&. back to Nephi riding a mule about 1870 so he was away from his family for 21
years (said Samuel Jackson, Jr. - Lois Jackson Howell's father). He had been in Grass
Valley, California.

(From Lamone Jackson Schaedler, daughter of Samuel, Jr.): Benjamin Jackson went to
Grass Valley, California. He left his saddle on his mule all the year long.
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Some felt sorry for Benjamin Jackson and built a lean-to or shack or hut on the back
of the Samuel Jackson Sr, home in Nephi, Utah (or Parowan, Utah, where Lamone's mother
lived).

(Lois J. Howell): Eligabeth, Martha, Samuel, Joseph, & Nephl came to America and
crossed the plains with their mother, Ann Grimshaw Jackson.

Ann Grimshaw Jackson with her son Nephi would start ahead of the carts every morning
on their journey, and often with nothing but a dry biscuit for food to be divided be-
tween her and her son, and usually the little boy would get so hungry and fretful that
the mother would give her part of the biscuit to him, and part of the time she carried
him on her back to rest him. Ann Grimshaw Jackson walked every step of the way to
Salt Lake City.

By the time the party from Salt Lake City met the saints, many of them had died of star-
vation and other causes and had fallen by the wayside. Those who remained were so
hungry and weak that they were warned to be very careful and not eat too much for fear
they would kill themselves.

Samuel related to the rescue party from Salt Lake City that in their travels they had
found carcasses of fallen animals beside the road and would break the sun-parched bones
and suck the marrow out, and would singe the hair from the skins and roast them and
eat them. He probably cleaned them and parched them before eating them. He also told
about when they were met by the wagons. He said they fed the horses a little corn and
that he would crawl around on the ground and pick up the corn that would slobber from
the horses' mouths and would eat it himself, and it tasted so sweet and good.

On Sunday, 30 November, 1856, the Martin Handcart Company consisting of 576 out of the
original 856 arrived in Salt Lake City, Utah, Brigham Young and the authorities of
the Church were very careful to place the immigrants in settlements where they spoke
their own language. The Jackson family was sent to Nephi, Juab County, Utah. There
were a lot of Danish, Swedish, etc., settlements.

In just a few days after the Jackson family arrived in Nephi, Joseph died. He was 14
years of age (if born in 1839 he was 17, not 14), It was the morning of 6 December,
1856, that Samuel called his mother and told her that his brother, Joseph, who was
sleeping with him was dead. The hardships he had endured while crossing the plalns
had been too much for him.

After settling in Nephi, Samuel realized his soul's desire, a5 he made the remark before
the family left England that he wanted to the valley of the mountains where he had
started for.

When the boat reached Boston, as the family was coming to America, Samuel refused to
visit a brother, John, who was living there, as he was afraid that John would persuade
them to make their home in Boston.

As soon as the Jackson family could arrange to do 1t, they built them a home in Nephi.
Samuel,being the oldest son at home, tock the place of a father as much as possible and
worked from early to late, hauling blue clay from the flats to make adobes to build
houses in Nephi. Some of these old landmarks, including the old Jackson home, are
standing today. (The house has since been remodeled).

Samuel was always willing to do anything that the authorities of the Church asked him
to do, Upon one accasion the authorities from Salt Lake City went to southern
settlements, and wished to go on to the settlements further south. So they asked if



