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ELIZABETH JACKSON KIRKMAN

Elizabeth Jackson Kirkman, my Great Grandmother, was born in Manchester,
Lancashire, England June 21, 1832. Her parents were Benjamin Jackson and Ann
Grimshaw. Elizabeth joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints when
she Fas a young girl, Her mother obviously joined the church along with her
children who were old enough to be baptized. There seems to be no record of
where her husband was at this time, but Elizabeth, with her mother, one sister
end three brothere salled for America on the ship "Horizon' May 25, 1856. Thers
were 856 Saints aboard. They were six weeks in a "calm" as it was called, and
were from May 25th to July 8th reaching America. They landed in Boston, Massa-
chusets and from there they traveled in cattle cars to Iowa.

In Iowa they had to wait until their handcarts were made., They had
used most of their provisions before they lett with Edward Hartin's handcart
company. When the company passed Florence, Nebraska August 25, 1856, it con-
slsted ol 576 persons, lLb handcarts, 7 wagons, etc. They were detained at the
Platte Bridge by an unusually heavy snow storm. They were met by Joseph A.
Young, David W. Jones and Abel Garr at a point sixteen miles above the Platt
Bridge October 28, 1856, At one point along the Platte River, Elizabeth was
her 3 year old brother when she slipped and they both fell into the
river and were carried down stream some distance before being rescusd oy 2 man
on horseback,

They ran out of provisions and were near starvation when three days
later the company arrived at Greasewood Creek where they were met by four wagons
of the relief company in charge of George D. Grant. The suffering pecple were
provided with food and clothing. They arrived in Salt Lake Valley November 30,
1856 after many had died on the way. Elizabeth walked the entire distance from
Iowa to the Salt Lake Valley. They were met by President Brigham Young, who

took care of them and advised them to go South, after they had rested a few days,

and help build up the country there.







